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Vision Problems in Ohio 2020 provides the evidence that vision disorders and impairment are major 
public health problems for Ohio.  This county-specific data helps those caring for the visual health and 
well-being of Ohioans at the community level to understand the scope and cost of vision problems to 
establish sound policies and interventions that can help Ohioans enjoy good sight for life.  
 
Without early detection of eye diseases in children, families and older adults, Ohioans suffer from 
critical impact on their quality of life and ability to maintain independence.   
 
Healthy vision has a critical role in every child’s physical, cognitive and social development.  An 
untreated eye condition like amblyopia (lazy eye) can lead to irreversible vision loss.  
 
Gradual vision loss in older adults compromises their ability to conduct daily activities such as driving, 
walking, cooking, bathing and reading, thus reducing their independence.  Glaucoma and diabetic 
retinopathy oȅen produce no symptoms, and if leȅ undetected and untreated, can lead to blindness. 
 
Early detection of vision problems and uniform systems of accessible eye care for all Ohioans are critical 
components of an equitable health system that will lead to improvements in learning, socialization, job 
productivity, independence and quality of life.  

Prevalence of age related Eye Disease in Franklin County1-2 

The Economic Impact of Vision Problems in Franklin County Totals $687,038,635 

 Eye Diseases Total Male Female White Black Other Hispanic 
Hyperopia: Age 40+ 57359 22711 34680 44771 6126 2373 1187 

Myopia: Age 40+          137159 62051 75117 105605 16446 7169 3447 
Age-Related Macular DegeneraƟon: Age 50+ 8677 2947 5728 7011 743 180 84 

Cataract: Age 40+ 97314 37903 59448 73518 16054 4202 2149 
DiabeƟc ReƟnopathy: Age 40+ 27913 13036 14913 19920 6403 1567 1504 

Glaucoma: Age 40+ 10399 3978 6424 6759 4172 690 273 
Blindness: Age 40+ 3620 1405 2213 2590 1027 124 78 

Visual Impairment: Age 40+ 15561 6075 9512 10966 3987 982 608 

Total Cases 358,002  
            

 The Economic Burden of Vision Problems3-4 Ages 0-17 Ages 18-39 Ages 40-64 Age 65+ All Ages 
PopulaƟon5 305487 463947 384179 163143 1316756 

Direct Costs*  $24,805,795 $50,497,832 $99,747,748 $109,781,916 $328,591,980 

Indirect Costs** $3,200,748 $72,627,418 $51,719,978 $169,932,695 $358,446,655 

Total Costs $28,006,543 $123,125,250 $151,467,725 $279,714,610 $687,038,635 

Common Eye Diseases 
Age-Related  
Macular Degeneration 
Central vision and color 
perception loss, distorted or 
fuzzy vision, difficulty with 
reading or facial recognition. 
Leading cause of vision loss 
for people 65 and older. 

Cataract 
Blurry, hazy, multiple images, 
glare sensitivity, color percep-
tion loss, decreased night or 
low-light vision. More common 
aȅer age 55. 

Glaucoma 
Side vision loss, tunnel vision, 
blurred central vision, seeing 
colored rings on lights. More 
common aȅer age 40. 

Diabetic Retinopathy  
Patches of vision loss (floaters 
or blind spots), cloudy vision, 
glare sensitivity, decreased 
night or low-light vision. 40% 
of individuals with diabetes 
have diabetes-related  
retinopathy. 

Total Population5: 1,316,756 

*Direct costs include medical, long
-term care, aids/devices, educa-
tion/school screening, and assis-
tance programs. 
 
**Indirect costs include productivi-
ty loss, nursing home care, infor-
mal care, etc. 
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