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Vision Problems in Ohio 2020 provides the evidence that vision disorders and impairment are major 
public health problems for Ohio.  This county-specific data helps those caring for the visual health and 
well-being of Ohioans at the community level to understand the scope and cost of vision problems to 
establish sound policies and interventions that can help Ohioans enjoy good sight for life.  
 
Without early detection of eye diseases in children, families and older adults, Ohioans suffer from 
critical impact on their quality of life and ability to maintain independence.   
 
Healthy vision has a critical role in every child’s physical, cognitive and social development.  An 
untreated eye condition like amblyopia (lazy eye) can lead to irreversible vision loss.  
 
Gradual vision loss in older adults compromises their ability to conduct daily activities such as driving, 
walking, cooking, bathing and reading, thus reducing their independence.  Glaucoma and diabetic 
retinopathy oȅen produce no symptoms, and if leȅ undetected and untreated, can lead to blindness. 
 
Early detection of vision problems and uniform systems of accessible eye care for all Ohioans are critical 
components of an equitable health system that will lead to improvements in learning, socialization, job 
productivity, independence and quality of life.  

Prevalence of age related Eye Disease in Auglaize County1-2 

The Economic Impact of Vision Problems in Auglaize County Totals $23,821,753 

 Eye Diseases Total Male Female White Black Other Hispanic 
Hyperopia: Age 40+ 2438 1002 1426 2570 6 23 14 

Myopia: Age 40+          5831 2737 3088 6063 16 69 41 
Age-Related Macular DegeneraƟon: Age 50+ 403 143 256 429 1 2 1 

Cataract: Age 40+ 4137 1672 2444 4221 15 40 26 
DiabeƟc ReƟnopathy: Age 40+ 1187 575 613 1144 6 15 18 

Glaucoma: Age 40+ 442 175 264 388 4 7 3 
Blindness: Age 40+ 154 62 91 149 1 1 1 

Visual Impairment: Age 40+ 662 268 391 630 4 9 7 

Total Cases 15,253  
            

 The Economic Burden of Vision Problems3-4 Ages 0-17 Ages 18-39 Ages 40-64 Age 65+ All Ages 
PopulaƟon5 10957 11432 14621 8646 45656 

Direct Costs*  $889,752 $1,244,257 $3,796,178 $5,818,052 $11,393,299 

Indirect Costs** $114,807 $1,789,526 $1,968,348 $9,005,830 $12,428,453 

Total Costs $1,004,559 $3,033,784 $5,764,525 $14,823,882 $23,821,753 

Common Eye Diseases 
Age-Related  
Macular Degeneration 
Central vision and color 
perception loss, distorted or 
fuzzy vision, difficulty with 
reading or facial recognition. 
Leading cause of vision loss 
for people 65 and older. 

Cataract 
Blurry, hazy, multiple images, 
glare sensitivity, color percep-
tion loss, decreased night or 
low-light vision. More common 
aȅer age 55. 

Glaucoma 
Side vision loss, tunnel vision, 
blurred central vision, seeing 
colored rings on lights. More 
common aȅer age 40. 

Diabetic Retinopathy  
Patches of vision loss (floaters 
or blind spots), cloudy vision, 
glare sensitivity, decreased 
night or low-light vision. 40% 
of individuals with diabetes 
have diabetes-related  
retinopathy. 

Total Population5: 45,656 

*Direct costs include medical, long
-term care, aids/devices, educa-
tion/school screening, and assis-
tance programs. 
 
**Indirect costs include productivi-
ty loss, nursing home care, infor-
mal care, etc. 
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