Quick Stats on Diabetic Retinopathy

Diabetic retinopathy is an eye disease that is linked to diabetes. Anyone with diabetes
is at risk for diabetic retinopathy. The longer someone has diabetes, the greater the
chance of retinopathy leading to severe vision loss or blindness!

DIABETES RATE: More than 700,000 Ohioans have diabetes.

GROWING PROBLEM: One in three Ohioans born in 2000 will develop diabetes dur-
ing their lifetime.

INCREASED VISION LOSS: By the year 2030 the number of Ohioans with diabetic
retinopathy will increase to more than 369,000 people.

You can take steps now to
preserve your sight!
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People with diabetes are at greater risk for other eye diseases too- and need to pay close attention to their visual health.
According to data from a statewide health survey*, Ohioans with diabetes were more than twice as likely to develop
glaucoma and 45% more likely to develop cataracts than were Ohioans without diabetes.

Also, Ohioans age 40-49 with diabetes were almost twice as likely to report having moderate difficulty reading print than
were Ohioans of the same age without diabetes. This can lead to an impaired ability to perform effectively at work and
ultimately cost an individual their job and the employers additional dollars due to reduced employee performance. Take
the recommended preventative steps today to make sure this does not happen to you! Find out more at:
www.preventblindness.org/ohio/agingeye.

*Source: 2005-6 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) conducted by the Ohio Department of Health
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Ohio’s Aging Eye Public Private Partnership (AEPPP) is a statewide collaboration formed to respond to
the growth of aging eye challenges in Ohio. The mission of the AEPPP, an initiative supported by the Ohio
Department of Aging, is to develop a strategic plan of action to address issues relating to vision care public
policy, vision care services, vision education, and vision research that impact the quality of life for Ohio's
seniors now and in the future. The Partnership and its on-going work is supported by a resolution from
Ohio Governor Ted Strickland.

Member organizations of the AEPPP are: AOPHA, Association of Area Agencies on Aging, Association
of Ohio Health Commissioners, Council for Older Adults, KnowledgeWorks Foundation, Ohio Council for
Home Care, Ohio Association of Gerontology and Education, Ohio Agencies Serving the Visually Impaired,
Ohio Department of Aging, Ohio Department of Health, Ohio Department of Insurance, Representative
Kathleen Chandler, Ohio Ophthalmological Society, Senator Steve Stivers, Ohio Rehabilitation Services
Commission, Ohio Osteopathic Association, Ohio Optometric Association, Ohio Veterans Visual Impair-
ment Services Team - VISN 10, Opticians Association of Ohio, and Prevent Blindness Ohio.
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